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Dada’s New Year message
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A message from the committee

Dada Shyam. 

New Year Greetings to all from SVC Atlanta.

Reflecting on the year 2017, gratitude fills our hearts for blessings
and graces we have received. A special committee was formed to
plan and execute programs as part of the Centenary Year (Aug 2,
2017 - August 2, 2018), which is Gurudev Dada J.P. Vaswani’s
(Dadaji’s) 100th year on this earth plane. It all started with a simple
luncheon for Seniors on July 19, which is Dadaji’s birthday according
to the Hindu calendar.

On July 23, Aao Jyot Jagein, a special program to inaugurate the
Centenary Year, was well-attended by local community leaders. Our
special guests include Mr. Nagesh Singh, Consul General of India,
Mr. D.V. Singh, Consul of India, Ms. Luisa F. Cardona, Deputy
Director of Mayor Kasim Reed’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, and Dr.
Jagdish Sheth, Professor at Emory University. On August 2, an
evening satsang was held at SVC Center to celebrate Dadaji’s 99th

birthday.

From left to right: Ashok Lalwani, Suraj Amarnani, Mahindar Tolani,
Kumar Mukhi, Anjali Nagrani, Neha Partain, Sonica Sahetiya, Preeti
Howlett, Alisha Advani, Roma Punwani, Reva Handa, Neera Bahl, Gita
Ramdaney, Punam Keswani, Jashmi Kalra, Asha Advani, Priya Advani,
Sangeeta Lalwani, Kavita Tolani, and Mahesh Mehrotra.
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With immense gratitude, we embarked on many new beginnings. We
launched our website www.svcatlanta.org, organized a blood drive in
partnership with the American Red Cross, formed a task force to
help Hurricane victims, partly funded a portable oximeter for the St.
Maarten Medical Center in St. Maarten. In addition, children of our
Gurukul classes donated hygiene kits. Thanks to our donors, we
donated $1,400 to the Fabiani Heart Institute (Pune, India) towards
pediatric heart surgeries. Our annual Eye Drive, Education Drive and
Blanket Drive continue to grow.

A record number of 22 people from Atlanta attended the 24th

Sadhana Camp in Newark, New Jersey. See photo below.
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For the first time in Atlanta , Kaajal Chandiramani, world-renowned
Sindhi singer and first place winner of the famous musical show Sa-
Re-Ga-Ma on Zee TV India, and her entourage filled our hearts with
her melodious singing. Jashan-E-Mehfil will be remembered by
many. Special thanks to Mr. Gobind and Mrs. Beena Bhojwani from
Charlotte for joining us and supporting us.

The year 2017 ended with prayers and celebrations for Guru
Nanak’s Birthday, Sadhu T. L. Vaswani’s Birth Anniversary, and
Holiday Celebrations by Gurukul Children. On December 26, Brother
Bhagu N. Ahuja, board member and humble worker, was called upon
for higher work with the Lord and we bid farewell to him on
December 30. May he continue to send us his blessings to keep us
strong in the Service of One. He will be missed by the Dada Family.

We seek your prayers, blessings from the upcoming year. The year
2018 is very auspicious and sacred for Sadhu Vaswani Centers
around the world, as we join hands with Sadhu Vaswani Mission
(Pune, India) to celebrate Dadaji’s 100th Birthday on August 2nd. We
are grateful to one and all who have joined hands with us to make
the Centenary Year a memorable and pivotal year.

We are looking forward to celebrating and rejoicing this joyous year
through Simply Love. We sincerely appreciate all satsangi brothers
and sisters, volunteers, donors, supporters, and media for their
loving support.

Our Prayers to God and Guru to fill us with Love so we can Be Love
and Live Love.

On Behalf of SVC Atlanta and Dada’s 100th Birthday Committee,
Geeta Mehrotra
CEO- SVC Atlanta
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Selected Nuri Granth reading (in English)
Sadhu Vaswani Satsang, Saturday, January 6, 2018

Without silence, there cannot be meditation. And, without
meditation, one cannot acquire the secret divine knowledge.
Without such knowledge, one does not obtain a vision of the
Lord. It is only in the depth of silence that one perceives the
presence of the Master. It is only in silence that one can
cleanse her path to the Lord. This silence, which discloses
the true form of soul, is silence one accumulates the
treasure of the Spirit. And, it is in silence, that one receives
the teaching of the Lord. The Lord is not there in noise,
confusion, and in storms. The Lord is the grace which pours
during silence.

There is no work or action by which you can reach the Lord.
Go sit in silence if you want to reach the Lord. When silence
comes, conceit and ego disappear. If you receive the Lord,
then give up logic and arguments, and let the vows of your
heart be firm and immutable. If you reach the Lord, then
open up your hearts. Open up and cleanse your heart.
Perceive the lotus flower therein. Only in true silence does
that true lotus blossom. And then you will reach the Lord
who is within, says Nuri Nimani.

CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE
HTTPS://WWW.SVCATLANTA.ORG

@svcatlanta 6
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Inauguration of Sadhu Vaswani International School

The New Year dawns with a great milestone.

You will be pleased to know that the Hon’ble President of India,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind, has kindly consented to be the Chief
Guest to formally inaugurate Sadhu Vaswani Mission’s new
school – Sadhu Vaswani International School at Pradhikaran,
Pune - in the holy presence of Rev. Dada J.P. Vaswani.

We cordially invite you to join us with your family and friends and
be a part of this august occasion on Saturday, January 13, 2018,
10:45 am onwards in the holy presence of Dadaji at Sadhu
Vaswani International School, Sector 6, Spine Road, Moshi
Pradhikaran, Pune. Please be seated by 10:30 am sharp due to
security reasons.
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Universally acclaimed as a humanitarian, philosopher, educator,
acclaimed writer, powerful orator, messiah of ahimsa, and non-
sectarian spiritual leader, Dada J.P. Vaswani has captivated the
hearts of millions worldwide. In the eyes of many, Dada J.P.
Vaswani is a man who symbolizes the true spirit of the India of the
rishis as a harbinger of love, peace and hope. Dada is a Honorary
Citizen of Georgia which was conferred on him on May 18. 1995 by
State of Georgia. by Late Terrell Slayton Jr. Ass. Sect of State,
Recipient of Keys to the city of Roswell, Norcross and Atlanta. In
2007, Dada was the first recipient of Peace Pilgrim Award from
Gandhi Foundation and was recognized by Isaac Newton Farris
Jr., nephew of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., then CEO King
foundation, a proclamation was presented by Dr. Gloria Tinubu
author by Honorable Felicia Moore.

The centenary celebrations began with Dadaji’s 99th birthday,
which was celebrated on July 23, 2017 at Impact Hall in Global
Mall.
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Atlanta community leaders lit candles symbolizing forgiveness,
truth, service, reverence of life, compassion, peace, love,
empowerment, purity, silence, unity, and knowledge. Guests of
honor included Mr. Nagesh Singh, Consul General of India, Ms.
Luisa F. Cardona, Deputy Director of Mayor Kasim Reed’s office of
Immigrant Affairs, and Dr. Jagdish Sheth, Professor at Emory
University.
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Visitors from across the Southeast U.S. immersed themselves in
sacred sounds that transcend cultural and Stylistic boundaries with
award-winning Kaajal Chandiramani, granddaughter of Prof. Ram
Panjwani. Jashan-E-Mehfil, which took place at Tadka Banquet
Hall on Saturday, September 17th, 2017.

(Continued from 
previous page)
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Special thanks to Bhaisahib Baljeet Singh from SEWA Gurdwara &
Kavish Gandhi for an evening of blissful Gurbani kirtan on October
22nd, 2017. Many thanks to sponsors Mr. Aju and Mrs. Priya Advani
and to all those who joined in the prayers for Guru Nanak’s
birthday and Dada J.P. Vaswani’s 100th year.
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International Meatless Day,
Animal Rights Day, and
Sadhu T.L. Vaswani’s 138th

birthday all occurred on
November 25th,, 2017. The
community joined together
in singing and seva,
including a blanket drive for
the needy in Atlanta and in
Pune, India.

From left to right (starting from top): Kavita Tolani, Komal
Dodani, Jashmi Kalra, Geeta Mehrotra, Roopa Ahuja, Roma
Punwani, Gita Ramdaney, Asha Advani, and Jyoti Makhijani.
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On December 17th, 2017, SVC Atlanta Gurukul kids presented Hindu
prayers, songs, and other material they learned in Gurukul this term. In
addition, The Center was in festive spirits in celebration of Christmas.
Thank you Santa Claus for bringing smiles to the children’s faces!

On May 21st, 2017, Gurukul held its annual graduation picnic, which
was another great opportunity for Satsangis to listen to and support the
children. Special thanks to Anjali Nagrani, Gurukul lead instructor, and
Jyoti Makhijani, co-instructor, for all your efforts this year!
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On Sunday, October 8th, 2017, the Sadhu Vaswani Center hosted
Gurbani Kirtan by Revered Dada Lachmandas Chellaram, a
renowned Sindhi scholar of Sri Guru Granth Sahib, who graced
SVC Atlanta with his presence for the ninth consecutive year.
Dada Chellaram has translated the Sri Guru Granth Sahib to
various languages including Sindhi.

Special Satsang with Dada Chellaram
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During Sept 30 – Oct 1, 2017, the Center participated in the 16th
Annual Global Mela. SVC Atlanta contributed a door prize including
a bag with a few books authored by Dadaji. The Center had a lovely
display of Sadhu Vaswani books, CDs and other materials. Thanks
to all our volunteers for making it happen! SVC Atlanta appreciates
its longstanding relationship with the Global Mall and the opportunity
to serve the patrons of Global Mall.

Global Mela 2017
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SVC Gurukul Classes – Spring 2018 Dates 

Dada Shyam!
SVC Atlanta wishes you a Happy New Year 
and welcomes you to join another exciting 

semester of Gurukul!
17



Classes will be held every other Sunday from 12.30pm to 
1.45pm (75mins) on:
Sunday, January 14th
Sunday, January 28th
Sunday, February 11th
Sunday, February 25th

Sunday, March 11th
Sunday, March 25th
Sunday, April 8th

Sunday, April 22nd
Sunday, May 6th

Sunday, May 20th

If you would like to volunteer your time or know of any high
school students who would like to earn credit for
volunteering, we are looking for more teachers to help us
run classes.

(After all, these are our children so if we don't make the time
for them, who will?)

We cover a variety of topics from yoga to conversational
Hindi, from learning bhajans and prayers to taking an in
depth look at all of our Gods and Hindu festivals. Classes
are interactive and designed to be entertaining as well as
educational.

Kindly click on the link below if you would like to join us and
bring a 1" white ring binder to store all the Hindi, puzzles,
games, stories & bhajans we are going to learn this year!

http://goo.gl/forms/yOGR6D3seg0SsVUQ2
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SVC Gurukul seva – hygiene kits

In the month of November, to celebrate Thanksgiving holiday as well as
138th Birthday of Sadhu T. L. Vaswani, Gurukul kids
assembled hygiene kits for the Midwest Food Bank. Thanks to our
gracious donors and Gurukul family, the hygiene kits were filled with
soaps, shampoos, toothbrushes, toothpaste, razors, deodorants,
combs, hand sanitizers, body wipes and feminine hygiene
products. This project served as a Hurricane Relief Seva project; these
little hands did their part in helping the families affected by the
hurricanes. 19



Thankful Tuesdays - Shukhrana and Muskrana

Every Tuesday, Sadhu Vaswani Center Atlanta hosts a gathering for
senior citizens, who meet every Tuesday from 10:30 to 11:30 am.
During this session, the participants chant the Hanuman Chalisa,
enjoy Kirtan, practice laughing yoga, read Hindi stories from
Dadaji’s books, and celebrate holidays together. This all brings
smiles to seniors and we express our gratitude for having the
opportunity to learn from their spiritual wisdom and experience.
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In memory of Brother Bhagu N. Ahuja
Mr. Bhagu N. Ahuja, long-time Board and committee member for 
Sadhu Vaswani Center Atlanta, departed for his heavenly abode 
on Tuesday, December 26, 2017.  

Mr. Ahuja was a true gentleman and epitome of selflessness. He 
always put family and others first. He had a passion for serving 
the community and will forever be remembered.

Mr. Ahuja is survived by his beautiful wife Roopa, loving 
daughter Anissa, caring son Aakash, son-in-law Ravi, daughter-
in-law Reena, and four precious grandchildren Sona, Shaila, 
Anika, & Shreyas. 

Community members joined hands and celebrated the Life of Mr. 
Ahuja during the 12th Day of Service on Sunday, January 7, 
2017 at 5:00 pm at Sadhu Vaswani Center Atlanta.

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that donations be 
made in memory of Bhagu Ahuja to Sadhu Vaswani Center 
Atlanta.



Donation 
Form
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Centenary Year – 2018    
Calendar of Special Events

January 14
Mahayagna Satsang

February 18 – 24
Thanksgiving Week

March 18
Akhand Aradhana

April 22
Mata ki Chowki

Reva Handa

May 20
Gurukul Graduation Picnic

June 24
Yoga & Meditation Day

July 22
Dada’s Centenary Celebration

August 2
Dada’s 100th Birthday Satsang

KINDLY OBSERVE THE MOMENT OF CALM
ON AUGUST 2 AT 2 PM FOR 2 MINS

5675 JIMMY CARTER BLVD
SUITE 680, NORCROSS, GEORGIA 30071

For Enquiries: Contact Geeta at 404-840-6662 or 
Asha at 678-462-7456 25
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